CHAPTER  XXIX

THE  TRIPLE  ALLIANCE

THE triple alliance which I originally sought to con-
clude after the peace of Frankfort, and about which I had
already sounded Vienna and St. Petersburg, from Meaux,
in September 1870, was an alliance of the three Emperors
with the further idea of bringing into it monarchical Italy.
It was designed for the struggle which, as I feared, was
before us; between the two European tendencies which
Napoleon called Republican and Cossack, and which I,
according to our present ideas, should designate on the
one side as the system of order on a monarchical basis,
and on the other as the social republic to the level of
which the anti-monarchical development is wont to sink,
either slowly or by leaps and bounds, until the conditions
thus created become intolerable, and the disappointed
populace are ready for a violent return to monarchical in-
stitutions in a Caesarean form. I consider that the task
of escaping from this circulus vitiosus, or, if possible, of
sparing the present generation and their children an en-
trance into it, ought to be more closely incumbent on the
strong existing monarchies, those monarchies which still
have a vigorous life, than any rivalry over the fragments
of nations which people the Balkan peninsula. If the
monarchical governments have no understanding of the
necessity for holding together in the interests of political

and social order, but make themselves subservient to the
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